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32. (TS//SI//TSP//OC/NF) 

33. (U) The NSA cannot publicly confirm or deny whether any particular individual 

is subject to surveillance activities.  If the NSA were to reveal that an individual is the target of 

surveillance, the collection capability relating to that individual would certainly be compromised.  

On the other hand, if the NSA were to reveal that an individual is not the target of surveillance, 

adversaries would know that a particular individual has avoided surveillance and is a secure 

source for communicating.  Moreover, providing assurances to those individuals that are not 

being targeted quickly becomes unworkable when faced with a case in which an individual has 

in fact been targeted.  If the NSA were to confirm that any specific individual is not the target of 

surveillance, but later refuse to confirm or deny that information in a case involving an actual 

target, it would be apparent that surveillance was occurring in the latter case.  The only recourse 

for the NSA is to neither confirm nor deny whether someone has been targeted or subject to NSA 

activities, regardless of whether the individual has been targeted or not.  To say otherwise when 

challenged in litigation would result in the frequent, routine exposure of NSA information, 

sources, and methods, and would severely undermine surveillance activities in general. 


















